Born in the soil of Rajasthan and nurtured on International Fashion and Indian
Traditions – Cityvibes is the modern man's ultimate destination for all their wardrobe
needs.
The brand has been meticulously conceptualized and created by the wizard of the
apparel Industry – Rajesh Agrawal with the quintessential knowledge gained through
his three decade long endeavor in menswear category. It has therefore become
immensely popular, in a very short span of time.
Cityvibes has four lavish showrooms in Jaipur viz. M.I. Road, Vaishali Nagar and
Malviya Nagar. The brand now also offers lounge experience in the newly launched
Tonk Road showroom. Apart from this, Cityvibes also has showrooms in Bikaner,
Udaipur and Jodhpur with the largest menswear showroom summoned in Kota.
With the widest collection across various categories ranging from Sherwani, Indo
Western, Kurta Pyjama, Waist Coat and Pathani in Ethnic Wear to Tuxedos, Suits and
Blazers in Western Wear to the finest formals and smart casuals – Cityvibes truly
delivers fashion for every occasion! Not just this, Cityvibes also offers best in class
customer service with the most premium shopping experience in their state of the art
showrooms.
Cityvibes in a first of its kind initiative, now brings to all its valued customers a fashion magazine on the wedding theme. It is not just a showcase of some of the finest
wedding collections but also gives a deeper insight into the tradition of Indian weddings.

Best Wishes,
Cityvibes
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Ready for the
or Not?

I

t is never too late or too early to find out
an answer to the question. Every person
thinks in a completely different way.
Every individual with his/her own set of
feelings, emotions and understandings is
an encyclopedia to understand. Hence
there can be no well defined utopian criteria to determine if you are ready to tie the
knot or not.
●● Just that.
●● If you are fed up of unlocking the
house door and are now looking to go
back to someone everyday.
●● If your solitude and independent
lifestyle can now accommodate just
one more person into it.
●● If your family looks like a little incomplete to you without a companion of
your own.
●● If you miss being taken care of and
are ready to also take care of
someone.
●● If you know who you really are and are
comfortable in your skin.
●● If you are willing to wake up to the
same face every morning.
●● If you know what exactly you are
looking for in a partner.

TRIVIA CAPSULE:

In many cultures around the world -- including Celtic, Hindu
and Egyptian weddings -- the hands of a bride and groom
are literally tied together to demonstrate the couple's
commitment to each other and their new bond as a married
couple (giving us the popular phrase "tying the knot")
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●● If you just don't want to be left alone
●●
●●
●●
●●
●●

anymore now.
If you have now started day dreaming
about it.
If you now see couples in a different
way.
If you are ready for the long chats.
If you have ample love in you.
If the answer to most of these ques-

tions is a 'YES', you are indeed feeling
the Wedding Vibes! Though there could
be no fixed criteria to arrive on to an
answer, but may be some of these
questions help you introspect.
●● And once, you are ready to tie the

knot, comes one of the most beautiful
phases of your life, that this edition of
Wedding Vibes covers - 'Marriages'.

The

Wedlock
M

arriage happens to be the most
important event in anybody's life. It is
one such event that changes the life
of the individuals and their families
for ever. It is a welcome change in the social,
legal and personal status of an individual.
There are a lot of events, ceremonies that
happen, a number of rituals that are performed.
The entire process occurs over weeks or
months. As a result of these not only the two

individuals tying the knot but also their families
get closer.
Different cultures and different civilizations
have different theories and understandings of
marriage. The institution of marriage pre-dates
reliable recorded history. Depending on the culture and demography, the way in which a marriage is conducted and its rules and ramifications have changed over time and so has the
institution itself.

TRIVIA CAPSULE:

In some societies monogamy is allowed, while other cultures allow
a male to have more than one wife (polygyny) or less commonly, a
female to have more than one husband (polyandry).
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INTRODUCTION OF
ROMANCE IN MARRIAGES

Love in all these marriages
was not even considered.
There were mistresses for
that sort of thing, until King
George III and his German
wife married. The solid
idea of love between
married couples began
creeping, albeit hesitantly,
into the mind of society
along about the mid1800's. Today when we
hear people complaining
that the romance went out
of my marriage, one would
be surprised to know that
such words would not have
been even uttered in the
1600's, 1700's and for
most of the 1800's.
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Evolution of

I

f the history of the
civilizations is to be
believed, it so happened
that in a somewhat safer
environment, a lone woman
was impregnated by a passerby
and then left to give birth by herself in
a nest of leaves under a bush somewhere. Both the woman and child were in
extreme danger, vulnerable to whatever
came along, be it weather, beast or another
human. This was one such reason that
made the individuals stay together after
impregnation. Togetherness and the so
called marriage gave these couples back
then a better chance of making it through
the hostilities in such an uncivilized world.
Together they found shelter, fire, food and
water - and defense against any threat for

themselves as well as for the child.
It is from there that we
moved into marriages of convenience. These were arranged
marriages, from the poorest of
society to the highest bred.
The poor married not only to
combine together whatever
meager ownings they had,
but also to connect with
whoever was most convenient to access geographically. The highest
bred arranged marriages to
combine wealth, landholdings
and armies. Different people, different societies and different civilizations have had
different reasons and ideologies behind
marriages.

The Development of

Marriage
Concept in India

H

istorically the Indian subcontinent
has been a home to a wide variety
of people, their cultures and their
religious beliefs. Based on these
there have also been different
types of wedding systems that have been
followed in different eras. Some of them
were unique too! Such as the Swayamvara:
In a swayamvara, the girl's parents
broadcast the intent of the girl to marry and
invite all interested men to be present in a
wedding hall on a specific date and time.
The girl, was also often given some prior
knowledge about the men and their reputation. She would indicate her choice by garlanding the man she wanted to marry.
Sometimes the father of the bride would
arrange for a competition among the suitors,
such as a feat of strength, to help in the
selection process.
Another variant was the Gandharva marriage, which involved simple mutual consent
between a man and a woman based on
mutual attraction and no rituals or witness-

es. The marriage of Dushyanta and
Shakuntala was an example of this marriage.
Gradually there was the evolution of the
Vedic religion into the classical Hinduism (ca.
500BC). During this phase the social ideas
advanced by Manu gained prominence, and
large sections of Indian society moved
towards patriarchy and caste-based rules.
It is speculated that parental control of
marriage (Arranged Marriage) may have
emerged during this period as a mechanism
to prevent the intermixing of ethnic groups
and castes. Sometimes these arrangements
were made at birth of the child with promises exchanged between the two families.
With the expanding social reform and
female emancipation that accompanied economic and literacy growth after independence, there has been gradual demise of
arranged marriages and the inexorable rise
in love marriages (i.e. where the initial contact with potential spouses does not involve
the parents or family members).
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Arranged
Marriage
and the

M

any people believe that arranged marriage is the
traditional form of marriage in India and that love
marriage is a modern form that a few couples opt
for, usually in urban areas.

ARRANGED MARRIAGE

Here, arranging of marriages and match making is a practice in
which someone other than the couple getting married makes the
selection of the persons to be wed. The origin of such marriages
is historic and roots deep in royal and aristocratic families
around the world.

LOVE MARRIAGE
Family friends, relatives and other matchmaking entities are at
rest as the individuals choose for themselves based on their own
emotional and mental compatibility. It is the union of two individuals based upon mutual love, affection, commitment and attraction for each other.
Socialists and Communists propose that love marriages or
the non-arranged marriages are an effective means for the uniform distribution of wealth and resources amongst the society. It
also encourages the mixing and dwelling of cultures and also the
people of different religious beliefs and origins.
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The Hindu Marriage
and it's forms

A

Hindu wedding ceremony at its
core is essentially a Vedic Yagna
(a fire-sacrifice), in which the
Aryan deities are invoked in the
Indo-Aryan style. By law and tradition, no Hindu marriage is deemed complete unless in the presence of the Sacred
Fire, seven encirclements have been made
around it by the bride and the groom
together.
According to Hinduism there are eight
different types of Hindu marriages. Among
the eight types not all had religious sanction. These are:
BRAHMA VIVAHA: Here, once the boy
completes his Brahmacharya Ashram
(student hood), his parents approach
the parents or guardian of a girl
belonging to a good family and same
Varna and ask them for the hand of
their daughter for their son.
DAIVA VIVAHA: Girl's family go looking for a groom in such places where
a sacrifice is being conducted and
marry her to a priest.
ARSHA VIVAHA: When the parents of
the bride couldn't afford the expense
of their daughter's marriage at the

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

right time the girl is married off to an
old sage.
PRAJAPATYA VIVAHA: The bride's
father gives her away as a gift, not to
the groom, but to the groom's father.
This type of marriage is resorted to
when the groom and bride are both
very young.
GANDHARVA VIVAHA: When a man
and a woman marry with each other's
consent but may not have the consent
of their family then this wedding is
called Gandharva Vivah or 'love marriage'.
ASURA VIVAHA: When the groom is
not at all suitable for the bride but
willingly gives as much wealth as he
can afford to the bride's parents and
relatives.
RAKSHASA VIVAHA: When the bride
is willing but her parents are not, she
is forcefully taken from the family, by
means of battle and so on.
PAISHACHA VIVAHA: In the case
where the bride is intoxicated, possessed or not in a conscious state of
mind when being married and thus is
married unwillingly.

To be well noted that the last four
forms of marriages were not religiously
defined and were also condemned by
Hinduism. According to the Shastras also
noble marriages had no monetary or business transactions, therefore such kind of
marriages were not considered noble.
Historically the only known and widely
accepted form of marriage that exited happened to be the so called Vedic marriage
that used to cover all the Vedic rituals and
the Hindu customs. Love marriages have
been historical recognized by the Hindu literature in many names such as the
Gandharva Vivaha.
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I

ndian marriages are known for their cultural heritage and
their Vedic way. The rich and meaningful ceremony of the
Hindu marriage (Kalyana Mahotsavam of the temples) is
carried out in concert with sacred Veda Mantras, to
ensure a long, happy and prosperous married life and
play their appropriate role in society to the fullest extent.
The Hindu wedding ceremony may vary in minor
details from region to region and different priests may
adopt some variations. But, broadly speaking the different
events that occur during the process of marriages (by the
Vedic Method) are as follows:

husband holds the right-toe of his wife and places it on a
flat granite grinding stone wishing her to rock firm in her
righteousness, tolerance and to carry out her time-honored
responsibilities as a wife sanctioned by the Vedas and tradition.
LAAJA HOMAM: Brothers of the bride fill in rice in their
cupped hands, to which the groom adds a
drop of ghee and this is then thrown into
the sacred fire with the Veda
mantras.
GRIHA PRAVESAM: This
ceremony relates to the
journey of the wife to her
husband's home. After
reaching her new home,
she puts her right
foot first in the house after
pujan.

VAAK DAANAM: The groom sends two elders on his
behalf to ask for the girl's hand from her father to marry
her.
SWAGATAM: Bridegroom and his party are warmly
welcomed by the bride's parents, relatives and
friends.
MADHUPARKA: The bride's parents welcome the groom with
a nutritious drink called Madhuparka (composed of honey,
curd, ghee, clarified butter).
KANYAA DAANAM: The father of the bride, expresses his willingness
to give the daughter away, to the groom and bestow blessings on
both of them.

PRAAVISYA HOMAM: Salutation of
the newly married couple to Agni
Deva asking for strength and nourishment to discharge the duties of
a grihasthas for the next one hun-

Vivah and
its Rituals
VARA PREKSHANAM: Traditionally involved presentation of a ceremonial cow by the bride's father to the couple. This part has now been
preserved by gifts (clothing, jewelry) to the bride.
MANGALA SNAANAM: Vedic mantras are enchanted and the Sun God
(Surya), Water God (Varuna), and other Gods are invoked to purify the
bride in preparation for a harmonious married life.
MAANGALYA DHAARANAM: Involves the tying of the mangal sutra
around the neck of the bride promising happiness and togetherness
forever.
PAANI GRAHANAM: Here, the groom lowers his right palm and encloses it over the right hand of the bride and vedic mantras are recited
where prayers for long life, progeny, prosperity and harmony are made.
SAPTA PADI: The 7 pheras around the sacred fire. The Saptapadi
(Sanskrit for seven steps/feet), is perhaps the most important component of Vedic Hindu weddings where the couple conducts seven circles
of the Holy Fire (Agni), which is considered a witness to the vows they
make each other.
PRADHAANA HOMAM OR JAYADI HOMAMAM: Involves havan
where the vedic mantras are enchanted saluting the Soma,
Gandharva, Agni, Indra, Vayu, the Aswini Devas, Savita, Brihaspati,
Viswa Devas and Varuna for blessing the marriage and beseeches
them to confer long wedded life, health, wealth, children and freedom from all kinds of worries.
ASHMAROHANAM (STEPPING ON THE GRINDING STONE): Here the
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dred years.
NISHEKAM: It refers to the first
conjugal bliss by the couple.

These days, the
overall ceremony of
Marriage has:MEHENDI AND MAHILA
SANGEET: Just a day before
the marriage where there's
also a lot of dancing and
music between the people of the
bride's and the groom's family.
GRAHA PUJAN : Following the Hindu
rituals there's also a sacred Pujan at
the groom's home just before the marriage.
BARAAT : A live instrumental band is played
and the bridegroom's family dance to music
just before coming to the wedding venue.
THE RECEPTION CEREMONY: where the food is
served to all the invitees with lots of delicacies.

7
7

pheras (also called Saptapadi in Sanskrit
language) basically refer to the ceremony
of walking around the sacred fire seven
times at the time of wedding. The Hindu
religion believes that the "fire or agni" is
the maintainer of life and all the Gods and
Goddesses are always present around this sacred
fire. And so, during the marriage, the bride and
bridegroom are required to take this ritual together
around the holy fire that is believed to be representing Agni Devta or God of Fire.

SIGNIFICANCE OF EACH PHERA
st Phera: The couple prays to God to extend his
blessings on them in the form of healthy food
and a respectful life.

1

nd Phera : The couple pleads to God for
imparting them with mental stability, physical

2

health and spiritual strength.
rd Phera : The couple invoke the God to provide them with uttermost wealth, wisdom
and prosperity so that they can live contented and satisfied ever after.

3
4
5

th Phera : The couple prays to the God for bestowing happiness and rapport on them. It
also signifies the importance of family, parents and elders.

th Phera : It denotes the bride's and bridegroom's concern with each other's family
members and relatives. It also signifies their moral responsibilities towards the charities
and universe welfare.
th Phera : By performing Sixth phera couple implore for a long and happy life. They pray
to almighty to extend his blessings for a long lived togetherness.

6
7

th Phera : In seventh Phera, Bride and Bridegroom plead to almighty for a joy full life,
long lasting bond enriched with good understanding, loyalty and companionship.
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J

atakam or Kundali too is drawn based on
the placement of the stars and planets at
the time of birth. While matching the
horoscopes, the maximum points for any
match can be 36 and the minimum
points for matching is 18. Any match with points
under 18 is not considered as an auspicious
match for a harmonial relationship. If the astrological chart of the two individuals (male and
female) achieve the required threshold in points
then further talks are considered for prospective marriage.
Vedic Astrology has an excellent and
proven method of compatibility matching
based on nakshatras (Lunar Constellations).
This process is called Ashtakoot milan or
simply as guna milap. It involves consideration of various factors and accordingly
assigns points for factors that influence the
marriage. Usually, more the number of
points that match between the two horoscopes, more are the chances of success of
the marriage, greater is the couple compatibility. Not only Indians these days, but people across the world from various religions
have slowly started following this process
in some way or the other for the success of
the marriages.
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■

In Bulgarian culture there's a sacred belief that 'throwing of figs' at the departing newlyweds brings good luck to their lives.
■ In Puerto Rican culture there's a following of 'seating a doll' on the bride and
groom's wedding table.
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■

The African-American ritual of 'Jumping
the broom' started since the days when the African slaves were not permitted to
marry in America. They then used to make a public declaration of their love and
commitment by jumping over a broom to the beat of drums. The broom has since
come to symbolize the newlywed act of setting up home.
■ In the Chinese culture, the color of love and joy is red, so during the wedding
ceremony, the couple drinks wine and honey from goblets tied together with red
string.
■ In the French culture the couple often drinks the reception toast from an
engraved two-handled cup called the coupe de marriage.
■ German brides carry salt and bread in her pocket to ensure bounty whereas the
grooms carry grains, for wealth and good fortune.
■ The Japanese couples take nine sips of sake, becoming husband and wife after
the first sip, for long lasting marriage.
■ In the Mexican culture other than the traditional piñata for kids, the guests often
form a heart-shaped ring around the couple before their first newlywed dance.
■ For village weddings, in Poland, friends weave a crown of rosemary leaves,
symbolizing remembrance, for the bride.
■ In Turkey single bridesmaids and relatives sign the sole of the bridal shoes
before the bride walks down the aisle. It is traditionally believed that after a
night of dancing and prancing, the person's signature who has faded the most
will be the next to marry.
If you have a classic taste and are open for experimentations then including any
of these rituals can make your wedding a memorable one not only for you but also
for the people attending it and also set a trend for the marriages to come.
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The Engagement
A

ccording to one belief, the practice
of giving or exchanging engagement rings began in 1477 when
Roman Emperor, Maximilian I, gave Mary
of Burgandy a diamond ring as an
engagement present.
An engagement (also called as a
betrothal) is a promise to marry. It also
refers to the period or the time between
the proposal and the marriage - which
may be lengthy or trivial.
It is during this period that the couple is said to be betrothed, or call it affianced, call it engaged to be married, or
say it as 'simply engaged'. Whatever may
be the form of the marriage, this is supposed to be the best period for the couples to know each other, understand each
other and get along with each other.
During this the couple may plan their
future, share each other's beliefs and
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ethics, goals and aspiration and everything else that might be required for them
to strengthen their marriage in the long
run. The couple is now addressed as
fiancées (French word).

THE COURTSHIP
This is a formal name of the period that
exists in a couple's relationship preceding their marriage after Roka/
Engagement. The concept was courtship
was introduced in the European countries
to see the couple compatibility. The
promise for the marriage could be
revoked if the partners felt otherwise. But
in the due course of time and the mixing
of the cultures now, in a country like
ours, even the arranged marriages turn
out to become a love marriage … courtesy the courtship period!

Planning the wedding
T
●

●

●

●

●

he following list of checklist can prove
out to be of great help in planning a
wedding:Start a wedding folder or binder and make
a separate section in it for every major
expense like bulk bookings for the travel
to the small ones like the pujapaat and
havan samagri on the final day.
Estimate the Budget: that you are willing
to spend on the marriage and then start
parting it up in various sections (in
respective proportions).
Booking the venue: There is usually a very
heavy rush for bookings and people book
the venue months in advance. Once the
wedding dates are finalized this should
ideally be the first step. Booking for the
caterers should be done along with this
and deciding on the menu for every event.
A detailed guest list is to be prepared.
There can be separate guest lists for the
marriage and for the reception. This step
is a great determinant of the marriage
budget.
Informing friends, relatives, near and dear
ones verbally, through wedding invitations, social media.

● Arrangements for travelling, boarding,

accommodation, eating etc. for the enlisted guests.
● Choosing the wedding invitation card, and
planning the distribution/courier.
● Bride's/Bridegroom's shopping right from
the dress to the matching accessories,
jewelleries etc for various events of the
marriage.
● Arranging for a pandit, kaazi, priest.
● Booking for the band party, sound systems, lightings, DJ’s etc for the marriage
procession (the baraat) and may be also
for mehandi, sangeet sandhya etc.
● Booking the florist, lighting man, photographer etc. Based on the wedding theme
florist, lighting person and
decoration/tent-house people are to be
instructed.
● Booking honeymoon packages for the
newlyweds. Various travel and tourism
companies dealing in the same would
make your task easier by making you a
detailed itinerary.
If all of this seems to be very tedious you
can also opt for a suitable marriage planner
hand over the entire marriage assignment or
only selective events to them and relax!
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The Medical Prospect of Marriages
PRE-MARRIAGE COUNSELING - MEDICAL/CLINICAL
"Match-making" in our country usually occurs on the basis of horoscopes, religious, cultural and/or financial backgrounds. All of this is
done just to ensure that the individuals are compatible and happy as a
couple. But, there's also a medical prospect of marriage that should be
analyzed.

TEST CONCERNS
■

It is essential to know about the physical wellbeing of both partners before they marry, particularly about one's "reproductive ability", and diseases that could be transmitted sexually.
■ To detect any possibilities of HIV the HIV blood test [Elisa for HIV
antibodies] should be performed in a gap of 3 months.
■ It is also advisable to undertake tests for STDs (Sexually
Transmitted Diseases) for the safety and wellbeing of both the individuals.
■ It is also essential to know whether both partners are unknowingly
carrying thalassaemia minor traits. This may manifest in the form of
a thalassaemia major child. Thalassaemia major is a debilitating
congenital disorder, and no parent would like to face this nightmare.
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■

Blood group matching for if Rh factors (the rhesus factor) of both
the partners are not matching, as it could be harmful for the progeny.

PRE-MARRIAGE COUNSELING - PSYCHOLOGICAL
It is a kind of psychological counseling that assures that a couple
enjoys a healthy marriage.
Marriage is a lifelong bond and not a social contract that a person
can break or amend easily. It is altogether a new sphere of life that
brings along numerous responsibilities. So, a couple needs to understand and discuss certain points beforehand. For this, pre-marriage
counseling helps a lot.
The couple is asked various questions based on different topics.

WHY IS IT REQUIRED?
■

It enables the couple to a peaceful married life and avoid trivial
clashes.
■ Helps the couple achieve better understanding about each other.
■ It also enables the individuals to learn about the expectations of
their spouse.

H

ere's what you can
plan on wearing on
your wedding day

CITYVIBES BRINGS YOU
THE BEST OPTIONS OF THE
COUNTRY

The
Groom

SHERWANI :
Traditional yet fashionable and stylish.
Sherwanis and Achkans have always
emerged out to be the hottest wedding attire
for men. These can be teamed with churidars
in contrasting colors. They are adorned with
embroidery and Zardozi work, also available
in a number of shades, can be readymade or
can be stitched. The price is usually dependent on embellishment, fabric and design.

differ in their designs, fabric, colors
and price range. Depending on the
season you can opt for a woolen
coat, in summers light fabric can be
chosen.
Apart from the conventional suits you
can also go for Jodhpuri or Prince suits,
which usually consists of a coat, trouser and
matching vest.

BRIDEGROOM SUITS
To cater to the needs of the demanding
grooms, who compete neck to neck with the
brides these days, a variety of Indian wedding
suits are available in the market. These suits
INDO - WESTERN
Indo- Western Fashion is a fusion of Western and Indian
Fashion. As we at Cityvibes rightly put it across - Indian
Libas, Western Andaaz! It truly brings together the best of
both the worlds, they are trendy, hep and are becoming
popular these days. These happen to be the Hot Favorites
when it comes to Fashion in Bollywood. Stars can be seen
sporting one of these both in the films as well as outside
the films at events, gatherings, ceremonies, etc.
They bring out the modern look with the traditional
values in the right way. The fusion of this sort has opened
way for a lot of experimentation and contemporary styles.
Cityvibes proudly offers the widest range of Indo-Western
for you to make a dapper appearance at weddings.
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and surely adds an element of royalty to his
overall attire. The
turbans exclusively
for the groom are
made up of
Bandhani or Silk cloth
with front portion made
being decorated with beads,
gems and Zari work.
The Sherwani or the suit can look graceful with the designer turban thus adding to
the charm of Groom Wedding Turban and giving the groom a Princely look.
BRIDEGROOM SHOES
An exclusively designed outfit can prove to be
completely worthless, in the absence of good
shoes. Thus, while deciding the attire for the
special day, don't forget to choose suitable
shoes, in accordance with it, to complete that
princely look.
With suits, the best footwear is formal
shoes with laces or the pump shoes. These
can be worn in different shades in accordance
with the color of your suit. Apart from these, if
you are going for a traditional dress, go for
Mojaris/Jootis. These are elegant slip-ons
available in different designs, shapes and
sizes. They are usually handcrafted and
embellished with colorful beads, gems and
Zari work.
GROOM WEDDING TURBAN
In traditional Indian Wedding, the Groom
Wedding Turban (or Pagri) forms a vital part
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GROOM ACCESSORIES
The Indian wedding accessories play an
essential role in shaping the wedding outfit of
the groom and creating that perfect look, with
elaborate contemporary accessories that
complement the wedding trousseau.
One of the main accessories to match the
Sherwani is definitely the Diamond Cufflink
and Brooches. Among the other accessory
include Kantha (a moti mala made of pearl
and beads), Knives and Swords (symbolizing
prestige and royalty) and Watches.

TIPS FOR GROOMS WHO
WISH TO HAVE PERFECT
SKIN ON THEIR WEDDING
DAY:
● Get adequate amount of rest. Sleep
●
●

●

●
●

●

around 7-8 hours per day.
Don't overstress yourself because that
shows on your face.
Wash your face at least 3-4 times a
day. Use face wash and not normal
soaps.
Good diet which comprises of all the
essential minerals and Vitamins
makes your skin glow and look
healthy. Consume a lot of green vegetables and fruits.
Do not consume too much of oily food.
Increase your water consumption.
Have 10-12 glasses of water each day
as it makes skin spotless and soft.
Do not hesitate to go for facials, manicures and pedicures before your wedding, as it is certain to give a radiant
glow to your personality.

B

araat in our culture is one of the
most fun filled event of the entire
wedding ceremony. It is the bridegroom's wedding procession from
the house of the groom, to the wedding venue.
In most of the baraats close male relatives
of the bride are made to wear turbans (pink,
red or bandhani print). This indicates honor.
Before the groom's departure for the venue,
tilak is applied on his forehead, by the various
relatives, called as the Vijay-tilak. After this,
his sisters and paternal aunt feed the horse or
elephant that he is supposed to sit on, with
sweetened grain. The congregated folks
dances ahead of him along the way on the
tunes of the song and music played by the
band accompanying them.
The groom here is treated like a king and is
seated on a decorated horse or an elephant
for reaching the venue in pompous marriages,
however a decorated car, a chariot (rath/baggi)
etc are also popular.

WHAT TO WEAR
To accompany the groom in the baraat, you

need to look nothing less than him. These
days there are a lot of new options available
to step up your style in the Baraat.

INDO-WESTERN
If it is the marriage of your brother or someone real close, Indo-Westerns could best
choice for you. Ideal mix of Western Style and
Indian culture Waist Coat with Pathani/KurtaPayjama.
A designer/colorful waist-coat coupled with
a pathaani or a normal Kurta Payjama could
be the best choice keeping it simplistic yet
stylish.
The Bachchans - Amitabh and Abhishek
can often be seen in waist coats on different
occasions. Cityvibes is proud to make it to
their wardrobe with our largest variety of
Waist Coats.

BLAZERS
What you wear at the Baraat totally depends
on the theme of the Wedding. So, if you are
supposed to wear a Blazer or a Coat at the
Baraat - then be it. You may choose from a
wide collection of Blazers right from plain,
solid colors to designer wear with light to
heavy embroidery, design and embellishments. Pair it with a stylish shirt and trousers
and you are good to go.
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The Reception
Ceremony

R

eception is the first public appearance of the
newlywed couple after their marriage, organized by the family of the groom and is a sort
of a grand party without any rituals. The reception ceremony is
also supposed to serve as an opportunity for the bride to know the
acquaintances and associates of
the groom's family. This is the
time when the bride finally represents herself as an important
member of her new family.
Reception parties in our part
are known for the sumptuous
food to treat the guests along
with the good music and ambience to add to the zing.

RECEPTION THEMES

l

FORMAL THEME: Extensively
popular theme as it can give a sim-
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plistic and no nonsense look to the party.
● BOLLYWOOD THEME: Dress up as your

favorite celebrity and ask your guests to dress
according to their favorites. It makes perfect
sense for the movie buffs.
● MUSICAL THEME: This can be an

ideal choice for the fun music loving
couple, may it be dance or instrumental, classical or the western
style.
●

TRADITIONAL THEME:
Symbolic of our long-standing
folk culture and traditions,
Ethnic is the coolest thing in for wedding receptions with ample options for
all to choose.
●

COLOR THEME: All Black/All
White/Men in Black and Women in
Red Themes. This can be opted in
combination with other styles too.

A

ccording to the Hindu tradition, during
Vidaai, as the bride steps out of the
house/marriage venue, she throws
back five handfuls of rice over her head, in
a way that it falls on the person standing
behind her, as a symbol of prosperity and
wealth. The custom signifies that the bride
is paying back or returning whatever her
parents have given her in all these years.
Vidaai, marks the end of the marriage
ceremony, it is a very emotional episode for
everyone. Hence to add an element of fun
around such an emotional see off, the
Wedding games were integrated into the
ceremony.

THE INDIAN WEDDING GAMES AND
THEIR SIGNIFICANCE
In India, during the former years, the bride
and groom were not permitted to meet
before their marriage. Perhaps, the Indian
wedding games that have got evolved
through ages, made the perfect starter for
the newlyweds and their families to know
each other. These traditional wedding
games also make it easier for the bride to
get settled down in the family and start a
new journey on a lighter note.

HIDING THE SHOES: Prior to entering the
mandap the groom is directed to remove
his shoes. The bride's sisters, friends and
cousins find a suitable moment to hide
them and return them after the wedding
only after getting a ransom amount from
the groom.
FISHING THE RING: The couple is made to
sit face to face and asked to find a ring
dropped in the bowl full of milk. Whoever
gets the ring first is declared as the winner.
As per the beliefs, the winner of the game
rules the roost for the entire life.
PILLOW TALK: In this compatibility test
game, the couple is made to sit back to
back with a pillow between them. Both
are asked questions about each other,
answers to be given by nodding.
Everybody else gets to know their
responses, except them, providing ample of
fun and laughter to everyone around.
UNKNOT KNOTTED STRING: This game had
been practiced to forecast the future relationship of the couple. Knotted string is a
kind of bracelet tied on the hands of, both
the bride and the groom and they to unknot
the complex knots of the string by using
just one hand.
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The
Honeymoon

T

he earliest term for this in English was hony moone,
which was recorded as early as 1546. In western culture,
the custom of a newlywed couple going on a holiday
together originated in early 19th century. The practice
soon spread to the European continent and was known
as voyage à la façon anglaise (English-style voyage) in France
from the 1820s on.
After the hectic schedule of marriage, it is time for some
togetherness. The honeymoon comes as a sheer relief for the couples as it allows the newlywed to know each other better. Hence,
planning the honeymoon is very important.

CHOICE OF THE DESTINATION HAS A LOT TO DO WITH
THE TYPE OF HONEYMOON YOU PLAN TO HAVE:■

HILL STATIONS:- Ooty, Uttaranchal, Darjeeling, Kashmir, and
Himachal Pradesh.
■ SEA & BEACHES:- Goa, Lakshwadeep, Andaman and Kerala.
■ HISTORICAL PLACES:- Agra, Rajasthan, Kahjuraho.
■ ABROAD:- Maldives, Bali, Seychelles, Mauritius, Switzerland,
Europe, Venice, Holland, etc.
After choosing the destination for your interest, the next thing
to do is to contact a travel agent to make all the arrangements
for your complete trip. You may also choose to do everything on
your own.

24 WEDDING VIBES

After everything is set, it's time to pack your
bags and take off! However, there are certain
things you should remember while packing.
■ FOR THE CLOTHES: Roll up the casual ones
to save space and keep heavier things at the
bottom. If you are going to a hill station, take
ample of woolen clothes. For sea beaches
and historical destinations, keep umbrellas,
sun glasses and sun block lotions handy.
Also, carry light clothes as these places are
usually hot and humid. Do not forget to keep
your beach wear.
Cityvibes offers you the coolest choices for
your Honeymoon, since this is also going to be
your first impression on your new wife after
wedding and as they all say, First impression is
the … last impression so better make it an ultimate one!
■ FOR THE CAMERA: Carry extra batteries,
charger and memory cards. Alternatively you
need to have extra film rolls.
■ FOR THE TOILETRIES: Have double packing
for them and keep them away from items
that can get seriously damaged if the containers leak.
■ FOR THE IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS: Keep
them safely in a separate bag. Prepare a

checklist and carry it with you to ensure that
you have all the travel documents, cards,
identity cards, money etc.
■ FOR THE MEDICAL KIT: Keep some essential
medicines along for precaution. Keep instant
relief sprays, band-aids and medicines for
cold, diarrhea and painkillers at hand.

SOME DO'S AND DON'TS
●● Make a list as soon as possible in a catego-

rized manner to ensure that you are not running to buy them while on your honeymoon.
●● Wear artificial jewelry for the purpose of

security and comfort.
●● Carry light bags that are tagged clearly with

your name and address.
●● Have the contact information of people who

can be contacted in case of an emergency.
●● Do not carry extra items unnecessarily, call

the hotel you will be staying at beforehand
and confirm what enmities they have like,
iron, hair dryer etc.
●● When travelling abroad, do not overstuff the

luggage. You might have to pay extra fee to
the airlines.
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Attending A

Marriage
W
■
■
■
■
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hen it comes to an Indian Wedding then everyone wants to look the best. If you are
attending any wedding keep in mind the following points:Be modestly dressed up.
Don't flaunt too much. Keep it elegant and classy.
Avoid wearing dull colors.
Dress differently for different occasions - tabled below:

Ceremony

Type

Ideal Wear for the Men

Engagement

Cultural

Waist Coat, Kurta Payjama,
Pathani, Smart Formals,
Classy Casuals

Akhand Paath

Religious

Waist Coat, Kurta Payjama

Mehndi, Sangeet

Cultural

Kurta Payjama, Pathani,
Smart Formals, Classy Casuals

Marriage

Religious

Sherwani, Indo-Western,
Blazers, Suits, Band Gala
(Achkan)

Reception

Cultural

Tuxedo, Suits, Blazers,
Party Wear Shirts
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